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Exploring the Applications and Experiences of Braille Use Among

Individuals with Severe Visual Impairments

Yi-Jing Row Chun-Hui Wu
National Taipei University of Education National Taipei University of
Department of Special Education Education Department of Special

) Education Associate Professor
Master of Education

Abstract

This study explores the applications and experiences of Braille use among individuals
with severe visual impairments. A qualitative research approach was adopted, involving in-
depth semi-structured interviews with ten participants aged 18 and above. Findings reveal that
Braille is used in many aspects of daily life. In the workplace, participants relied on Braille
for teaching, organizing information, and handling official documents. In accessible
environments—such as elevators, water dispensers, airplane safety manuals, and public
transport like trains and buses—participants reported real-life experiences using Braille. At
home, Braille was applied to items such as medicine boxes, cards, furniture, and containers.
For leisure activities, Braille was used in board games (e.g., playing cards and Chinese chess)
and in experiencing art exhibitions. Regarding reading, commonly used resources included
the National Taiwan Library, the Cloud Thousand Eyes platform provided by the Taipei
Parents Association for the Visually Impaired, and the Chinese Digital Library for the Visually
Impaired. Participants expressed a strong hope that laws could require publishers to provide
digital book files, enabling better integration of Braille resources and promoting equal reading
rights. Based on the findings, this study offers practical suggestions for teachers and parents
of individuals with visual impairments, publishers, libraries, government agencies, and future

researchers.

Keywords: Visual Impairment, Braille, Applications of Braille
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